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an accessory, after the act, of that flagrant and despotic use
of court influence.
Secondly, how does Fox's belief in 1783 that the
supreme necessity of the hour was to reduce the King's
power to a mere semblance of control, look in the light of
the subsequent history of the reign ? It is sometimes said
that the King really lost his battle against the principle of
Parliamentary control, though he won his battle against the
Coalition. Pitt, it is urged, though he came into power by
asserting as full blooded a doctrine of the royal prerogative
as any Tory ever cherished, was in practice too strong for
the King, and the King's Government ceased, only to be
resumed during the Ministry of his incapable and idolised
Addington. This is surely a misconception of the real
meaning of the crusade against the King's influence. The
Rockinghams had at least carried one great measure which
the King hated. Did Pitt, who was Prime Minister for nearly
twenty years, cany a single measure that the King hated ?
He effected some splendid reforms in finance, but the only
finance the King cared about was the sort of finance that
the Rockinghams had dealt with in 1782, when they had
sent tumbling all his fabric of corruption, Pitt might make
commercial treaties or remit taxation, or introduce Free
Trade. His achievements in regard to all these are cele-
brated enough, but as long as he moved on such fields, the
King neither cared nor understood what he was doing. But
whatever Pitt's authority within certain boundaries, he was
always at the end of a chain; confronted with any wrong or
infamy that George treasured, his energies were captive. In
1782 Pitt was a vehement champion of Parliamentary Re-
form. He held office for twenty years without abolishing
a single anomaly or enfranchising a single Englishman. He
was a strenuous enemy of the Slave Trade, but during his
long lease of unexampled power he struck at it with half-
measures, and yet Fox in the four months of his pre-
occupied administration whilst the sands of his life were
running out, and his natural force abating, destroyed that